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WASCAL reinforced its role as a leading climate 
science and innovation institution during the COP30 
United Nations Climate Change Conference in Belém, 
Brazil. Through strategic dialogues, side events, and 
the unveiling of its 2026-2030 Strategic Plan, WASCAL 
presented a bold roadmap to strengthen climate 
research, renewable energy innovation, and capacity 
development across West Africa.

At a dedicated side event, Prof. Emmanuel Wendsongré 
Ramdé, the Executive Director of WASCAL, 
introduced the institution’s 2026-2030 Strategic 
Plan, outlining priorities aimed at advancing climate 
science, strengthening institutional effectiveness, and 

supporting member states in building climate resilience 
and sustainable development pathways.

The Strategic Plan is structured around six key 
objectives, including enhancing institutional efficiency, 
strengthening resource mobilization, expanding 
research and development on climate change and 
sustainable energy, leveraging data and digital 
technologies for improved climate services, expanding 
capacity-building programmes for member states, 
and strengthening communication and partnerships.

Read more.

WASCAL UNVEILS STRATEGIC VISION AND EXPANDS 
GLOBAL CLIMATE LEADERSHIP AT COP30

WASCAL LEADS REGIONAL DRIVE FOR CLIMATE ACTION AND 
JUST ENERGY TRANSITION IN WEST AFRICA

WASCAL convened policymakers, scientists, 
development partners, investors, and civil society 
in Abuja, Nigeria, for the inaugural International 
Conference on Climate Change and Just Energy 
Transition (I3C-JET 2025). The conference served 
as a regional platform to accelerate climate action, 
strengthen partnerships, and explore practical 
pathways toward a just energy transition in West Africa.
Opening the event, Nigeria’s Minister of Environment, 
Hon. Balarabe Abbas Lawal, reaffirmed Nigeria’s 
commitment to climate leadership. While noting that 
Africa contributes the least to global carbon emissions, 

https://wascal.org/wascal-unveils-strategic-vision-and-expands-global-climate-leadership-at-cop30/
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he stressed the continent’s determination to pursue 
equitable and sustainable development. Nigeria’s 
Energy Transition Plan aims to achieve net-zero 
emissions by 2060 while ensuring universal access to 
modern energy by 2030.

Addressing participants, Prof. Emmanuel Wendsongré 
Ramdé, the Executive Director of WASCAL, highlighted 
the organisation’s growing impact in strengthening 
climate resilience through research, capacity building, 
and climate services. Since its establishment, 
WASCAL has trained more than 700 master’s and 
PhD graduates and established a Competence Centre 
in Ouagadougou to support regional climate research 
and innovation.

Alongside the conference, WASCAL also convened 
a meeting of Directors of its Graduate Studies 
Programmes (GSPs) from partner universities across 
West Africa. The meeting provided an opportunity to 
review progress in the implementation of WASCAL’s 
academic programmes, strengthen coordination 
among partner institutions, and discuss strategies 
for enhancing curriculum development, research 
collaboration, and the training of future climate experts 
in the region. The session reaffirmed the importance 
of higher education and scientific capacity building in 
supporting long-term climate resilience and sustainable 
development.

Read more

At WASCAL, we harness the power of innovative 
technologies to tackle the real challenges of our time, 
from food insecurity to energy poverty and climate 
risks. Through cutting-edge research, capacity 
building, and regional partnerships, we are building 
a more climate-resilient and sustainable West Africa, 
one breakthrough at a time.

Our work doesn’t just serve the region. It contributes 
to global progress, showing how science, innovation, 
and local leadership can change the world. 

Read more 

WASCAL CONTRIBUTES TO GLOBAL PROGRESS ON 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

https://wascal.org/wascal-leads-regional-drive-for-climate-action-and-just-energy-transition-in-west-africa/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wascallinkedin_at-wascal-we-harness-the-power-of-innovative-activity-7320792336144240641-mzCQ/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAFPe73gB5rx_YW9tIUuI6gWm02ZXfT07x8E
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H.E. M. Alpha B. Barry, Chair of the WASCAL Ministerial 
Council, and Minister of Higher Education, Research 
and Innovation from the Republic of Guinea has 
expressed his commitment to working together with 

his colleague Ministers to accelerate actions for 
combating Climate Change in West Africa, stating, 
“We want to ensure to ask our full support, and our 
continuous support, and our commitment to fulfil 
our obligations as a member state, but also as a 
member of the scientific community.” 

The Minister’s commitment is part of a broader 
effort by WASCAL, under the leadership of Prof. 
Emmanuel Wendsongré Ramdé, to address the 
pressing issues of climate change. 

WASCAL’s Ministerial Council plays a crucial role in 
overseeing the organization’s long-term plans and 
annual reports, ensuring they address member 
states’ priorities and transform urgency into 

actionable progress across West Africa.

Read more 

WASCAL MINISTERS TO ACCELERATE ACTION FOR 
COMBATING CLIMATE CHANGE IN WEST AFRICA

WASCAL PV2H PROJECT SHARES KNOWLEDGE ON 
REGIONAL SOLAR ENERGY SECTOR 

The WASCAL PV2H Project is bringing West 
African large-scale solar power plant operators, 
key stakeholders, including national utilities, private 
solar operators, government representatives, and 
international partners including the Federal Ministry 
of Education, Research, Technology and Space 
(BMFTR), together for a regional workshop in Abidjan, 
focused on creating a collaborative platform to drive 
progress in the region’s solar energy sector.

The meeting sought to improve knowledge-sharing, 
operational efficiency, and capacity building in the 
region’s solar energy sector.

“The scaling up of renewable energy solutions cannot 
be achieved in isolation. It requires robust networks, 
mutual learning, and shared innovation. manuel 
Wendsongré Ramdé. 

Read more 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wascallinkedin_climatechange-activity-7315386039500484609-Ki7O/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAFPe73gB5rx_YW9tIUuI6gWm02ZXfT07x8E
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wascallinkedin_the-wascal-pv2h-project-is-bringing-west-activity-7325210411010592769-hzDZ/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAFPe73gB5rx_YW9tIUuI6gWm02ZXfT07x8E
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To accelerate climate action across West Africa, 
the Alliance of Biodiversity International and CIAT, 
through AICCRA, WASCAL, and the Climate Works 
Foundation, host a high-level regional workshop with 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) in Lomé, Togo 

The meeting aimed to share and discuss findings from 
a new analysis of countries’ climate commitments and 
their alignment with the outcomes of the first Global 
Stocktake (GST1). 

Read more 

REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON WEST AFRICAN COUNTRIES’ 
NATIONALLY DETERMINED CONTRIBUTIONS (NDCS)

NIGERIA ASSURES WASCAL OF SUPPORT TO 
BUILD CAPACITY ON CLIMATE CHANGE

The Nigerian Minister of Environment, Balarabe 
Abbas Lawal, has assured WASCAL of his 
government’s support to build capacity on climate 
change and energy transition. This partnership will 
help Nigeria tackle climate change and transition to 
cleaner energy. He was speaking when WASCAL, 
led by the Executive Director, Prof. Emmanuel 
Ramde paid a courtesy call on him.

Nigeria’s participation in the upcoming International 
Conference on Climate Change by WASCAL will 
provide a platform for the country to showcase 
its commitment to climate action and learn from 
others. 

Read moreFrom left; Professor Emmanuel Ramdé, Minister 
Balarabe Abbas Lawal

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wascallinkedin_climateaction-adaptation-mitigation-activity-7328684790394556417-dAaZ?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAFPe73gB5rx_YW9tIUuI6gWm02ZXfT07x8E
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1E6v3fsYfp/
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A delegation from the German Federal Ministry of 
Education, Research, Technology, and Space (BMFTR) 
led by Prof. Christoph Rövekamp, Head of Division for 
Energy and Green Hydrogen Technologies, embarked 
on a strategic visit to Côte d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, and 
Niger.

The visits aimed to strengthen strategic cooperation 
with West African partners in advancing renewable 
energy and green hydrogen development.

Read more 

BMFTR DELEGATION STRENGTHENS STRATEGIC 
COOPERATION WITH WEST AFRICAN PARTNERS 

NIGERIA4H2 STUDY UNVEILS COUNTRY’S CAPACITY 
FOR GREEN HYDROGEN AND SUSTAINABLE FERTILISER 

PRODUCTION

WASCAL has officially unveiled the findings of 
the Nigeria4H2 Project at the final stakeholders’ 
workshop held in Abuja. The study, which evaluated 
Nigeria’s potential to produce green hydrogen 
and sustainable fertiliser through green ammonia, 
was received on behalf of Vice President Kashim 
Shettima by his Special Adviser on Economic 
Affairs, Mr. Tope Fasua.

In his remarks, Vice President Kashim Shettima 
described the Nigeria4H2 Project as a key pillar 
of the country’s “Renewed Hope Agenda,” 
emphasizing that green hydrogen produced from 

renewable sources like solar, wind, and hydro offers 
transformative potential for energy diversification, 
job creation, and climate innovation leadership in 
Nigeria.

“Let us rise to this occasion. Let us work together, 
hand in hand, to unlock Nigeria’s green hydrogen 
potential and, in doing so, secure a future of 
renewed hope for all,” he urged stakeholders at the 
event.

Read more

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wascallinkedin_a-delegation-from-the-german-federal-ministry-activity-7324096556222095360-n7ui?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAFPe73gB5rx_YW9tIUuI6gWm02ZXfT07x8E
https://wascal.org/nigeria4h2-study-unveils-countrys-capacity-for-green-hydrogen-and-sustainable-fertiliser-production/
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Ghana’s changing climate is no longer a distant concern; 
it has become a daily reality. From unpredictable rainfall 
to destructive floods and scorching sun, the effects 
are visible on farms, in classrooms, and throughout 
communities. Young people, women, and those living 
in rural areas bear the brunt of these challenges.

On World Environment Day, Climate Change Action 
Now (CCAN), a WASCAL flagship advocacy campaign, 
was officially launched in Accra. The event brought 
together a diverse group of participants, including 
students, civil society organizations, scientists, 
government officials, and international partners. United 
by a shared mission, the gathering highlighted that 
climate resilience becomes possible when everyone, 

especially young people, has a voice at the table.

In his opening remarks, Professor Emmanuel Ramde, 
the Executive Director of WASCAL, highlighted the 
urgent impacts of climate change and WASCAL’s 
leadership in fostering a climate-resilient Ghana and 
West Africa. “We are facing a crisis that cannot wait 
for tomorrow. West Africa must lead the charge, and 
WASCAL is showing the way. We are committed 
to supporting climate research, education, and 
policy across West African countries to address the 
urgent need to combat climate change and improve 
livelihoods. 

Read more

WASCAL LAUNCHES CLIMATE CHANGE ACTION NOW - 
A CLIMATE ADVOCACY INITIATIVE

Dar-Es-Salaam, Niger- In the heart of the 
Dosso region, approximately 72 kilometers 
southeast of Niamey, the village of Dar-Es-
Salaam is transforming its future. Once defined 
by hardship, this peri-urban community, 
largely reliant on agriculture and livestock, now 
finds itself at the forefront of a green energy 
transition. Like many rural regions in Niger, Dar-
Es-Salaam faces intense climate pressures: 
erratic rainfall, shorter growing seasons, and 
persistent droughts. But through innovation and 
partnership, change has begun to take root.

That change took shape through the Renewable 

DAR-ES-SALAAM ENERGY VILLAGE - A GAME CHANGER FOR 
COMMUNITY RESILIENCE IN NIGER

https://wascal.org/wascal-launches-climate-change-action-now-a-climate-advocacy-initiative/
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Representatives from West African universities have 
renewed their commitment to preparing graduates for 
the realities of a changing climate, following a four-day 
workshop at Kwame Nkrumah University of Science 
and Technology (KNUST), Kumasi, Ghana.

At the opening session, KNUST’s Vice-Chancellor, 
Professor Rita Akosua Dickson, highlighted the 
continent’s climate vulnerability: “Africa’s dependence 
on natural resources limits our capacity to cope with 
these changes. This curriculum comes at the right 
time. I am confident it will help change the status quo.” 
She remarked.

Organised by WASCAL, in partnership with the 
Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building 
in Agriculture (RUFORUM) and supported by the 
Accelerating Impacts of CGIAR Climate Research 
for Africa, (AICCRA), the workshop brought together 
deans, lecturers and extension officers from Ghana, 
Nigeria, Togo, Burkina Faso, The Gambia and Côte 
d’Ivoire. For four days, participants engaged deeply 
with four thematic modules on Climate-Smart 
Agriculture and Climate Information Services, testing 
materials and offering critical feedback to ensure every 
lesson spoke to local realities.

Read more

AFRICAN UNIVERSITIES PLEDGE TO INTEGRATE CLIMATE 
SOLUTIONS INTO CURRICULA

Energy Powered Water-Food-Economy Nexus 
for Sustainable Livelihoods in the Dosso Region, 
(RETODOSSO) project, funded by the German Federal 
Ministry of Research, Technology and Space (BMFTR). 
Dar-Es-Salaam, now one of the project’s key pilot sites, 
is living proof of what is possible. Solar energy powers 
homes, public lighting, and water supply systems, 
helping to reduce the time women and children spend 
fetching water.

Oumarou Gado, one of the village dignitaries spoke 
with quiet pride: “Before, getting water was a daily 
struggle for both our families and our animals. Women 
used to spend hours walking to distant wells. Now, 
they can fetch clean water quickly, safely, and close 
to home. Even our livestock has easy access to water. 
This project has truly restored dignity to our village.”

Read more

https://wascal.org/african-universities-pledge-to-integrate-climate-solutions-into-curricula/
https://wascal.org/dar-es-salaam-energy-village-a-game-changer-for-community-resilience-in-niger/
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West African countries have reaffirmed their 
commitment to accelerating climate action by 
enhancing their Nationally Determined Contributions 
ahead of the 2025 global deadline. This resolution was 
made in Lomé, Togo, and focused on reviewing and 
improving regional climate plans.

The workshop, convened by WASCAL’s West Africa 
Hub of the Independent Global Stocktake (iGST WA 
Hub) brought together government representatives, 
climate experts, civil society actors, and development 
partners to share findings from a youth-led study 

analysing the Nationally Determined Contributions of 
seven West African countries.

In a speech read on his behalf, Executive Director of 
WASCAL, Professor Emmanuel Wendsongré Ramdé, 
reiterated WASCAL’s support for evidence-based 
climate decision-making and inclusive governance. 
“Our commitment is to empower West African nations 
with the data and partnerships necessary to increase 
their climate ambitions and meet global expectations,” 
said Prof. Ramdé.

Read more

WEST AFRICA STRENGTHENS COMMITMENT TO CLIMATE ACTION 
AT GLOBAL STOCKTAKE REGIONAL WORKSHOP IN TOGO

West Africa has taken a bold step towards sustainable 
energy transformation with the commissioning of a 
new green hydrogen and energy research facility at 
Abdou Moumouni University in Dar ES Salam, Niger. 
Constructed for €3 million, the centre is set to drive 
innovation in clean energy and serve as a regional hub 

for scientific collaboration and advanced research.

Developed through the partnership of WASCAL, the 
Government of Niger, and the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research of Germany (BMBF), the 
facility houses a 500-seat conference auditorium, 48 

NIGER STRENGTHENS LEADERSHIP IN CLEAN ENERGY WITH 
LAUNCH OF WASCAL GREEN HYDROGEN CENTRE

https://wascal.org/west-africa-strengthens-commitment-to-climate-action-at-global-stocktake-regional-workshop-in-togo/
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architecturally modern student hostels, a guest house 
accommodating over 30 visitors, a restaurant, and 
an integrated student campus with 2 classrooms of 
150 seats each. It is also the home of the International 
Master’s Programme in Green Hydrogen and Energy, 
serving as a living lab for sustainable energy systems, 
waste management, and material science.

Niger’s Minister of Higher Education, Research, 
Technology, and Innovation, Prof. Saidou Mamadou, 

described the launch as a turning point for the country’s 
green energy ambition. “Green hydrogen holds great 
potential for Niger, not just as an energy source, but 
as a strategic driver for sustainable development. This 
WASCAL facility is a symbol of our commitment to lead 
by example, and to place science and innovation at the 
centre of our response to climate change,” he said.

Read more

The reality of climate change is stark: agriculture is 
on the frontlines. Unpredictable weather patterns and 
rising temperatures are altering the landscape of food 

production, threatening the livelihoods of farmers and 
communities.

WASCAL, in partnership with RUFORUM at Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 
Kumasi, is organizing a training programme under 
the Accelerating Impacts of CGIAR Climate Research 
for Africa (AICCRA) project to equip university 
lecturers with the knowledge and skills needed to 
integrate Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA) and Climate 
Information Services (CIS) into their teaching practices. 

This programme aims to create awareness and build 
capacity among university lecturers on CSA and CIS. 
The training will cover four thematic modules, and 
participants will receive training materials that will be 
made available on the RUFORUM online platform. 

Read more 

INTEGRATION OF CLIMATE-SMART AGRICULTURE 
INTO UNIVERSITIES’ CURRICULUM

The West Africa Cluster 2025 Planning Workshop, 
under the Accelerating Impacts of CGIAR Climate 
Research for Africa (AICCRA) programme led 
by WASCAL, in partnership with The Regional 
Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture 
(RUFORUM), has concluded in Ouagadougou with 
renewed commitments to strengthen the link between 
academic research and practical solutions for 
communities across the region. The three-day meeting 
brought together scientists, researchers, academics, 

WASCAL LEADS WEST AFRICA TO STRENGTHEN 
RESOLVE FOR CLIMATE-SMART FUTURES

https://wascal.org/niger-strengthens-leadership-in-clean-energy-with-launch-of-wascal-green-hydrogen-centre/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/wascallinkedin_the-reality-of-climate-change-is-stark-agriculture-activity-7341839425317859328-lx7v?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAFPe73gB5rx_YW9tIUuI6gWm02ZXfT07x8E
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policymakers, and development partners, who agreed 
on concrete steps to accelerate climate resilience.

The workshop highlighted how West Africa continues to 
face increasingly severe climate impacts, characterised 
by unpredictable rainfall, prolonged droughts, and 
frequent floods, which disrupt lives and livelihoods. 
Participants emphasised that while research remains 
vital, its credibility will ultimately be measured by its 
ability to guide planting decisions, inform national 
policies, and provide hope to families across the Sahel.

Building on the progress achieved earlier this year 
in Kumasi and Bamako, the Ouagadougou meeting 
reviewed and advanced curricula on Climate 
Information Services and Climate-Smart Agriculture. 
Delegates agreed that these initiatives, when 
embedded in universities and research institutes, 
are already demonstrating their potential to equip 
students, lecturers, and practitioners with tools that 
deliver immediate value to farmers, policymakers, and 
businesses.

Read more

EMPOWERING WEST AFRICAN CLIMATE EXPERTS IN 
BURKINA FASO

WASCAL, in collaboration with GERICS, has launched 
the second edition of its prestigious Winter School in 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, bringing together about 
40 professionals from across West Africa for two weeks 
of immersive, high-level training in climate services and 
environmental monitoring. The programme, now in its 
2025 edition, builds on the remarkable success of the 
inaugural session in 2024, which earned acclaim for its 
hands-on learning approach and strong collaborative 
environment.

With climate challenges across the region becoming 
increasingly complex, this year’s Winter School 
introduces new thematic areas aimed at equipping 
experts with innovative, science-driven tools to 
strengthen adaptation and resilience. The emphasis 

on capacity building reflects WASCAL’s commitment to 
supporting West African countries in improving climate 
data collection, management, and service delivery.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, the Executive 
Director of WASCAL, Prof. Emmanuel Wendsongré 
Ramdé, underscored the strategic importance of 
the programme, stating: “I encourage each of you to 
seize this unique opportunity to build your capacities 
on these cutting-edge topics. The future of climate 
services in our region depends on our ability to collect 
and process data, and deliver climate information 
rapidly, reliably, and at scale. You are at the frontline of 
this transformation.”

Read more

https://wascal.org/wascal-leads-west-africa-to-strengthen-resolve-for-climate-smart-futures/
https://wascal.org/empowering-west-african-climate-experts-in-burkina-faso/
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Thirteen master’s students from West Africa have set 
sail on a life-changing journey aboard the German 
research vessel POLARSTERN, travelling from Mindelo 
in Cape Verde to Bremerhaven, Germany. Over the 
course of two weeks, these young scientists will gain 
hands-on experience in ocean research, working 
alongside international experts in marine and climate 
science. 

This voyage marks the third edition of the Floating 
University, a flagship initiative led by the GEOMAR 
Helmholtz Centre for Ocean Research Kiel. The 
programme is made possible through the support 
of the German Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (BMBF) under the WASCAL framework.

The expedition provides more than just exposure. It 
equips students with practical skills and knowledge 
that are critical for addressing climate-related ocean 
challenges in their home countries. From collecting 
water samples at depths of up to thousands of metres, 
to studying microscopic organisms and analysing 
ocean currents, the students are immersed in real-
time scientific inquiry that connects classroom theory 
to global research standards. The experience also 
fosters professional networks and introduces them to 
advanced technologies and methods that are often 
inaccessible in local settings.

Read more 

WEST AFRICAN STUDENTS CHART A COURSE IN MARINE 
SCIENCE ABOARD GERMANY’S POLARSTERN

CLIMATE CHANGE SCHOLARS ADVANCING 
WEST AFRICA’S RESILIENCE

In an important stride toward strengthening West 
Africa’s climate leadership, 132 scholars across 12 
universities in 11 countries are advancing steadily in 
their academic journeys. As members of WASCAL’s 

fifth cohort, these students are 
contributing to a growing pool of 
regional expertise dedicated to 
tackling the complex challenges 
of climate change through high-
quality research and innovation.

At Kwame Nkrumah University 
of Science and Technology in 
Ghana, doctoral candidates in 
the Climate Change and Land 

Use programme have reached a major milestone 
by successfully defending their theses. This 
achievement marks a critical step in their journey to 
becoming leaders in sustainable land management, 

https://wascal.org/all-aboard-for-the-third-floating-university/
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environmental planning, and climate policy. 
Their research is already contributing to better 
understanding of land degradation, forest recovery, 
food systems, and urban climate resilience.

The academic success of these scholars is more 
than a personal triumph. It signals the steady 
development of West Africa’s capacity to generate 

homegrown knowledge and lead climate action 
across multiple sectors. Each thesis defense adds 
to the body of evidence-based research that is 
essential for shaping national climate strategies and 
supporting vulnerable communities.

Read more

CHAMPIONING CLIMATE RESILIENCE ACROSS WEST 
AFRICA ON GHANA’S FARMERS’ DAY 2025

As Ghana celebrates Farmers’ Day 2025, WASCAL 
honors the vital role of farmers whose dedication 
sustains the nation and fuels its development. Despite 
mounting challenges from climate change, land 
degradation, and environmental pressures, farmers 
across the country continue to feed communities, 
support livelihoods, and drive economic growth. 
WASCAL has been at the forefront of supporting 
farmers and rural communities through initiatives 
that combine scientific research, innovation, and 
capacity building.

Through its innovative programmes, scholarships, 
and regional climate initiatives, WASCAL empowers 
farmers, youth, and communities. Together, they are 
building a sustainable and food-resilient future across 
West Africa. The Climate Change Action Now (CCAN) 

initiative is designed to equip communities with early 
warning systems, climate-smart agriculture training, 
and practical adaptation strategies, empowering 
farmers to make informed decisions and increase 
their resilience to climate risks.

Complementing this, WASCAL’s scholarship 
programme in Climate Change and Land Use 
at the Kwame Nkrumah University of Science 
and Technology (KNUST) cultivates highly skilled 
scientists who are addressing pressing agricultural 
and environmental challenges across West Africa. 
Graduates of this programme are already contributing 
to climate-informed policymaking, sustainable land 
use practices, and initiatives that directly support 
smallholder farmers.

Read more

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1E6v3fsYfp/
https://wascal.org/wascal-champions-climate-resilience-across-west-africa-on-ghanas-farmers-day-2025/
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PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE BIOENERGY DEVELOPMENT AND 
EXPLORING GREEN HYDROGEN PRODUCTION AT MULTIPLE 

SCALES IN BURKINA-FASO

As part of the implementation of the BIO2H-Burkina 
project, a one-day technical validation workshop is 
underway in Manga, Burkina Faso, to review the socio-
economic and market analysis report on the use and 
commercialization of products derived from bioenergy 
systems.

Key aspects include the bioenergy value chain, 
focusing on the market and cultural acceptance 
of bottled biogas, the potential of biofertilizers, the 
impact of biodigesters at the household level, financial 
models for rural distribution, and a proposed national 
value chain. 

The outcomes are to strengthen the commercial, 
social, and operational dimensions of biodigester 
solutions, aligning with the project’s goal of promoting 
sustainable bioenergy development and exploring the 
potential for green hydrogen production at multiple 
scales in Burkina Faso.

Read more 

WASCAL has reinforced Burkina Faso’s efforts to 
expand clean energy access by providing €450,000 
worth of specialised cleaning equipment to SONABEL, 
the national electricity company. The equipment, 
delivered under the PV2H project, is set to enhance 
the performance of the Zagtouli Solar Power Plant by 
addressing a critical challenge,dust build-up on solar 
panels, especially during the dry Harmattan season.

With the new equipment in place, regular and efficient 
cleaning of the panels can now be carried out, allowing 
the plant to operate at its full potential. This is expected 

to increase the reliability and volume of solar power fed 
into the national grid, reduce maintenance disruptions, 
and ultimately improve energy access for households 
and businesses.

The intervention also supports Burkina Faso’s broader 
goal of moving away from fossil fuels and strengthening 
its renewable energy systems. By integrating practical 
solutions with scientific expertise, the PV2H project is 
helping to unlock the full potential of solar energy in 
the country.

Read more

WASCAL BOOSTS SOLAR ENERGY OUTPUT IN BURKINA 
FASO WITH €450,000 CLEANING EQUIPMENT

http://linkedin.com/posts/wascallinkedin_as-part-of-the-implementation-of-the-bio2h-burkina-activity-7331412389201952768-TuQk?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAFPe73gB5rx_YW9tIUuI6gWm02ZXfT07x8E
https://wascal.org/wascal-donates-450000-cleaning-equipment-to-sonabel-to-improve-the-efficiency-of-burkina-faso-solar-power-plant/


15WASCAL NEWSLETTER.   JANUARY – DECEMBER 2025

On International Women’s Day, WASCAL highlights the 
vital role women play in driving climate solutions across 
West Africa. While women face some of the most 
severe impacts of climate change, including threats to 
food security, health, and livelihoods—they continue to 
lead powerful initiatives that build community resilience 
and promote sustainability.

WASCAL is taking clear steps to support and expand 
the leadership of women in climate action. Through its 
scholarship and research programmes, more women 
are being equipped with the scientific skills, technical 
training, and leadership experience needed to actively 
shape solutions in climate science and green energy.
The organisation is increasing efforts to ensure that 

women and girls have equal access to education, 
innovation, and funding opportunities in the fight 
against climate change. By focusing on inclusion and 
capacity-building, WASCAL is helping to reduce the 
gender gap in climate discourse and strengthen long-
term resilience across the region.

WASCAL remains committed to expanding its 
support for women-led initiatives, building stronger 
networks, and working with partners to create policies 
and programmes that put women at the centre of 
sustainable development.

Read more

WASCAL STRENGTHENS SUPPORT FOR WOMEN LEADING 
CLIMATE ACTION IN WEST AFRICA

http://wascal.org/intensifying-support-for-women-leading-climate-action-in-west-africa/
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WASCAL has renewed its strategic collaboration 
with the West African Economic and Monetary Union 
(UEMOA) to advance shared goals in climate adaptation 
and sustainable land management across West Africa. 
During a high-level engagement in Ouagadougou with 
UEMOA’s Commissioner, both institutions reaffirmed 
their commitment to transforming research into 
actionable policies that benefit communities and 
ecosystems.

The meeting underscored a mutual resolve to 
strengthen institutional synergies and invest in 
science-based solutions that respond to the region’s 
pressing climate challenges. With WASCAL’s extensive 
expertise in climate science and UEMOA’s influential 
policy platform, this collaboration is poised to scale up 

innovations, improve land use systems, and build long-
term resilience.

As part of the renewed commitment, the two bodies 
agreed to work closely on integrating evidence-based 
research into policy frameworks, supporting capacity-
building initiatives, and co-developing regional 
programmes that align with national climate priorities. 
The partnership is expected to create tangible impact 
by bridging science, governance, and development.
Led by WASCAL Executive Director, Prof. Emmanuel 
Wendsongré Ramdé, the delegation reaffirmed 
WASCAL’s dedication to supporting UEMOA and its 
member states in delivering measurable progress on 
climate resilience and sustainable development.

Read more

WASCAL AND UEMOA DEEPEN COMMITMENT TO 
REGIONAL CLIMATE ACTION AND RESILIENCE

WASCAL is reinforcing its position as a leading global 
climate science and innovation institution following the 
unveiling of its 2026–2030 Strategic Plan at COP30 
and the convening of a high-level internal scientific and 
operational planning workshop in Ouagadougou from 
16th to 17th December 2025.

This decisive step brings together WASCAL’s 
scientists, basin coordinators, and operational units 
to plan for the year 2026, align institutional priorities, 
and strengthen the foundations for globally fundable 

A BOLD SCIENTIFIC ROADMAP FOR GLOBAL CLIMATE ACTION 
EMERGES FROM COP30

http://facebook.com/wascalclimate/posts/pfbid0XPEJkJ6TaRagzA1v7gPaj5tjY5JGpK9yqgYCoLf44Zd8mHQGgpwRuBS7z9hQ8shAl?rdid=tlcAwuQp0eFUrhEq&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2Fp%2F1ALLwbwHHV%2F#
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WASCAL proudly congratulates its Senior Manager in charge of 
Finance, Daniel Ofori, on the successful completion of his PhD 
at LIGS University. This remarkable achievement is a proud 
moment for the entire WASCAL community. It strengthens 
WASCAL’s ongoing efforts to build a highly skilled workforce 
and maintain its standing as a leading institution in climate 
change resilience in West Africa and beyond.

With a PhD in Finance, Daniel Ofori, who has served WASCAL for 
over 13 years in various Finance and Administration capacities, 
is well placed to further advance WASCAL’s leadership 
in combating climate change, improving livelihoods, and 
promoting renewable energy and green hydrogen across the 
region. His dedication, perseverance, and pursuit of excellence 
reflect the very spirit of WASCAL: resilience, innovation, and a 
commitment to continuous growth.

Congratulations, Dr. Daniel Ofori. We celebrate your achievement 
and are inspired by your commitment to advancing WASCAL’s 
vision for a sustainable and resilient future.

Read more 

CONGRATULATIONS, DR. DANIEL OFORI 

climate and renewable energy interventions. It marks 
a clear transition from strategy to action, positioning 
WASCAL as an investment-ready partner for climate 
change, renewable energy, and sustainability initiatives 
worldwide.

Central to this process is the “État Généraux of 
WASCAL Data,” a comprehensive review of WASCAL’s 
observation networks, basin observatories, pilot 
sites, and legacy project datasets. These networks 
form a critical scientific infrastructure for generating 
high-resolution environmental, hydrometeorological, 
and agroecological data across West Africa, directly 

supporting climate services, agriculture, water 
management, disaster risk reduction, and energy 
planning.

By consolidating its data ecosystem and reinforcing 
governance, accessibility, and long-term stewardship 
through its Data Infrastructure (WADI) data repository, 
WASCAL is enhancing the credibility, usability, and 
scalability of its science, an essential requirement 
for international funding, policy uptake, and project 
execution.

http://linkedin.com/posts/wascallinkedin_wascal-proudly-congratulates-its-senior-manager-activity-7322664917352792064-4add?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAFPe73gB5rx_YW9tIUuI6gWm02ZXfT07x8E
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WASCAL & IFDC
A new partnership to advance climate-smart agriculture, strengthen research, and support smallholder farmers 
across West Africa. Together, we’re driving innovation for sustainable development and resilient food systems.

WASCAL & RCMRD
Partnering to strengthen disaster risk reduction across Africa under the UNDRR-supported Network of Excel-
lence Phase III, enhancing early warning systems, data sharing, and climate resilience. 

WASCAL & AGRA
Strengthening collaboration with an addendum to support AGRA’s smooth transition to an independent pres-
ence in Burkina Faso, ensuring continuity in advancing sustainable agriculture and climate resilience.

WASCAL & The Ministry of Mines, Petroleum and Energy of the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire
Partnering with the Ministry of Mines, Petroleum & Energy to develop a national Green Hydrogen Strategy, 
advancing clean energy, innovation, and a sustainable future for West Africa.

WASCAL & Graduate Studies Programme (GSP), The Gambia 
Advancing climate innovation through the transfer of a biodigester system at Abuko Central Abattoir, turning 
waste into clean energy and supporting sustainable, circular solutions.

 

 

 

 

WASCAL IFDC 

A new partnership to advance climate-smart agriculture, strengthen research, and support 
smallholder farmers across West Africa. Together, we’re driving innovation for sustainable 
development and resilient food systems. 

 

WASCAL RCMRD 

Partnering to strengthen disaster risk reduction across Africa under the UNDRR-
supported Network of Excellence Phase III, enhancing early warning systems, data 
sharing, and climate resilience.  

 

WASCAL AGRA 

Strengthening collaboration with an addendum to support AGRA’s smooth transition to an 
independent presence in Burkina Faso, ensuring continuity in advancing sustainable 
agriculture and climate resilience. 

 

WASCAL & The Ministry of Mines, Petroleum and Energy of the Republic of Côte 
d'Ivoire 

Instagram

Patnerships
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